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recommendation and that after the position had been explained to them and
they had been apprised of the reason why the words "at the commencement of
this Act" had been inserted in Section 4(2) (a) of Act 22 of 1913, they inti-
mated that the recommendation was not one which they would be disposed
to press.
Mr, Gandhi renewed his plea for a satisfactory statement in respect of
the declaration required under the Free State law from Indians entering that
Province, This point should occasion no difficulty as General Smuts and
Mr. Gandhi had previously come to an agreement upon it
Mr. Gandhi then raised two new points.
 (1)	He asked for some declaration or assurance that vested rights under the
Transvaal Gold Law should be recognized and preserved.  Mr. Gorges told
him that this was really a matter for the Mines Department, and suggested
that he should discuss it with General Smuts*
 (2)	Mr. Gandhi urged that a free pardon should be granted to all bona fde
passive resisters in respect of convictions for bona fde passive resistance offences,
excluding all offences of violence which had been committed during the passive
resistance campaign.  I see no reason why the Minister should adopt a mm
posstmts attitude towards this request, but I am not aware of his views.
As regards Clause 4 of the Bill, I understand that the Government think
it undesirable to interfere with the special legislation governing the status of
indentured Indians under the Natal Acts, except in so far as the repeal of the
£3 tax is concerned. For this reason they are disinclined to modify any provi-
sions mentioned in Clause 4. Mr. Gandhi, I believe, made no comment upon
the clause.
Colonial Office Records: 551/57
325. LETTER TO MANUAL GANDHI
[gape town,]
Thursday [May 28, I914]1
CHI. MANUAL,
I have your letter. While you express your regret, you say
in the selfsame letter that on that very day you had forgotten
to serve so important an item as the vegetable. You say it was left
out, without explaining how it happened. Who is to blame?
Why did you entrust the task to anyone else? You should have
yourself carried the vegetable you had lovingly cooked. You may
as well take a lesson from this. There is no need to be sorry for
1 From its reference to the publication of the Indians' Relief Bill, which
took place on Thursday, May 28, it is evident that the fetter was written the
same day.

